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«Tis better to be lowly born, R 

And range with humble livers in content, I 
Than to be perk'd up in a glitt'ring grief, * 
And wear a golden ſorrow.“ 
SHAKSPEARE's HzNay vil. 
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HER SERENE HIGHNESS, 


THE MARGRAVINE OF 


Y 
* NB RANDEN BOURG AN SPACH. 


Manan, 


L O a Lady allied to the illuſ- 
nous Houſe of Anſpach, and 
minently diffinguiſhed in the 
epublic of Letters, the hiſtory of 
noble conſort of the Elector 
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1  HEDICATION: 


of Hanover, ſues for patronage 


and protection. | 


While I am conſcious, Madam, 
of your diſcriminating Judgment, | 


in diſtinguiſhing its errors, permit | 


me to add, that I feel a conſola- 
tion and encouragement, in the | 
conviction of your liberality and | 


candour. 


Iam gratefully ſenſible of your 
Highneſs's condeſcenſion, i in per- 


nage 
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DEDICATION. 1 


J mitting this Work. to carry with 


it the ſanction of your name, and 


7 
— 


beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Madam, 
Your Serene Highneſs's 
much obliged, 
and very obedient ſervant, 
| SARAH DRAPER. 
Hammerſmith, 
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TE Manuſcript, from which 
the following ſheets have been 
tranſlated, has been many years 


in the poſſeſſion of the Editor. It 
is difficult to ſay whence that ma- 


nuſcript originated ; whether from 
a German Publication, cautzou//y 


printed, and /:7f/e circulated, at 
the time it was written, or whe- 
ther the . itſelf is an 
original 
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3 original paper, written by ſome 
perſon connected with the Court 
of Zell, and intimately acquainted 
IX with the anecdotes therein re- 
8 lated. | 


However this may be, the 
Editor has, lang fince, rendered it 
into Engliſh, conceiving that it 
contained many circumſtances, not 

do be found in any of our Hiſto- 
A rians, and which may be conſider- 
dd as ſingular by all ſuch perſons 
as are diſpoſed to take an intereſl. 
} in the events of a Court, with 
which fome 73h Perſonages in 
J this country, who are the objects 
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mediately connected. 


As the Work itſelf contains no- 
ching of either politics or party, it 


may be proper to obſerve, at this 


time, that no alluſions are meant 
to be drawn from it that can, in 
the ſmalleſt degree, relate to od- 


eurrences of the preſent day. 
The manuſcript itſelf is evidently 
of ſome antiquity; and the tran- 


flation (as far as the abilities of the 
Editor would enable her) a faith- 
ful copy of the Work, without ad- 
dition or comment of any kind. 
It perhaps may not be conſidered 

as ſuperfluous, to make theſe ob- 


ſervations 
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of national veneration, are ſo im- 
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Niervations at a time when the 


| Truble mind iis ſtrongly agitated 


with concerns of a high domeſtir 


nature. 
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It may be objected, that there 


is ſome matter blended with the 


main object of the Work, which 


| $ does not ſeem immediately con- 
nected with it; but, in anſwer to 
ſuch objections, the Editor has 
only to apologize, that ſhe con- 


ceived it would deſtroy the effect 


0 of the whole, to ſeparate or aban- 


don any part of it—and therefore 
gives it to the world in the exact 
form of the original, truſting to 
5 candour of the Reader for any 


4 Nut * indulgence 
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_ ference, to the Public inſpection, 


(8 ] 


indulgence it may ſtand in need of. 
She ſubmits it, with all due de- 


acknowledging (as is peculiarly in- 
cumbent on her) the very great 
patronage and countenance ſhe has 
received from ſo reſpectable» a 
number of Subſcribers ;—aſſuring 
them, ſhe ſhall ever retain a moſt 
grateful ſenſe of the obligations 
they have conferred oa her. 
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THE 


# PRINCESS OF ZELL. 


N J the favours of fortune were always 
: certain proofs of the merit of thoſe 


on whom ſhe laviſhes them, Germany 
would, in all probability, have been 
leſs ſurpriſed that the daughter of a 


2 E French nobleman ſhould become the 
_ wife of one of its greateſt Princes; 


but as ſhe diſpenſes her benefits with- 


cout choice or diſcernment, the Ger- 


VOL. I. B mans, 


2 THE PRINCESS OF ZELL. 


mans, who knew not the virtues of ü 


Mademoiſelle d'Olbreuſe, blamed the 
Duke of Zell for having preferred, to 
the Princeſs of Germany, a young 
lady,, whom chance had brought to 
his Court, in the ſuite of the Princeſs 
of Tarente,who had retired from France, 
that ſhe might not be compelled to 
embrace the Roman Catholic religion, 
to which Lewis the Fourteenth, then 
on the throne, was ſo bigotted, that 


he would not ſuffer any other in his 
dominions. 


It was in Holland where the Duke 
of Zell firſt ſaw Mademoiſelle d'Ol- 
breuze.—He was at that time in the 
_- prime of youth, with an intereſting 


figure; 


THE PRINCESS OF ZELEL. 3 


gure; but if the charms of his per- 


Jon highly diſtinguiſhed him, his men- 
tal qualifications, and his numerous 


Waccompliſhments, created general ad- 


| . . 
miration. 


r 
— 


& Virtuous, young, and beautiful, as 
1 was this lady, her birth alone rendered 
ber inferior to the Duke; but that 
| ; conſideration did not prevent him 
1 from offering her his hand. 
Whatever impreſſions the Duke's 
W merit might have made on the affec- 
; A tions of Mademoiſelle d'Olbreuſe, ſhe 
was, notwithſtanding, the firſt perſon 
to repreſent to him the impropriety of 
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encouraging a paſſion; of which he 
might have reaſon to repent. 


This diſcourſe, inſtead of cauſing 
the Duke to change his opinion, ſer- 
ved only to augment his eſteem and 
tenderneſs for her, and ſtrongly per- 
ſuaded that ſo accompliſhed a perſon 
would not fail to contribute to the 
happineſs of his people, he determined 
to marry her—but ſhe did not imme- 
diately take the title of Ducheſs ; for 
according to the ancient laws of Ger- 
many, it 1s forbidden to any but Prin- 


ceſſes by birth, unleſs by ſpecial fa- 
your of the Emperor. 


It 


1 
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It was not till ſome years after her 


Y marriage, that Leopold, who then go- 
| : verned the empire, acknowledged her 
4 in that quality, againſt all the intrigues 
and oppoſition of Erneſt Auguſtus, 
; ; Elector of Hanover, and brother to- 
| 5 the Duke of Zell, who exerted his 
| 4 utmoſt endeavours to ward off this 
blow. 


This Prince was doubly irritated 


W againſt his brother; on the one hand, 


he looked upon this alliance, which he 
had contracted, as a ſcandal to their 
houſe; and he could not forget the 
promiſe he had made him, never to 


marry; being the next heir to the 


Duke of Zell, the children of Made- 


B 3 moiſelle 
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moiſelle d' Olbreuſe were excluded, by 
the Germanic laws, from the tucceſ- 
hon to the Duchy, as long as their 
miother ſhould not be declared a Prin- 
cels. 


The Elector had a ſenſible intereſt 


in oppoſing a meaſure ſo prejudicial to 
himſelf ; but the Emperor thought he 
owed this favour to the Duke, in ac- 


knowledgment for the aſſiſtance this 


Prince had ſent him againſt the Turks. 


The Ducheſs, being gratified in her 
ambition, thought only of preſerving 
the affections of her huſband, and of 
contributing to the happineſs. of his 
ſubjects; the people of Zell, grateful 
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for the kindneſs of their Sovereign, 
ceaſed not to offer up prayers to 


Heaven, that they might obtain a 


4 Prince, heir to ſo accompliſhed a Prin- 
ceſs-—but that was the ſole thing 


ever wanting to the felicity of this 
people, and the good fortune of the 


Duchels.—Heaven granting her but 
one daughter, who was named Sophia, 
and who proved the moſt beautiful 
and unfortunate Princeſs of her tune. 
The Nuke and Ducheſs neglected no- 
thing in giving her an education ſuit- 
able to her birth, and they had the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing all their expecta- 
tions amply fulfilled. 
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This Princets was no ſooner of age 


to marry, than her alliance was ſought 


by the greateſt Princes in Europe :— 
The Duke and Ducheſs were ſome 


time without being able to determine 


their choice ; but at length the Prince 


of Wolfenbuttle, their neighbour and 
near relation, gained the preference 


over his numerous rivals. 


| Reaſons of ſtate retarded, for ſome 
time, the conclufion of theſe nuptials, 
and this delay was the ſource of all 
the misfortunes that attended the life 
of this Princeſs. 


Erneſt Auguſtus, Elector of Hano- 


ver, could not ſee, without extreme 
jealouſy, 
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- ö Wealouſy, the approaching union of his 

. W ice with that Prince, whoſe father 
ue ever conſidered as his enemy, for 
4 having always oppoſed his ambitious 
| $7 deſigns ; and he was the more ſenſible 
3 e of it, having, for a long time, thought 


of demanding the Princeſs for Prince 


= 4 George his ſon, and delayed his inten- 
F 5 tion, in conſideration of the Electreſs, 
5 1 his wife, who, proud of her birth 
4 q (being daughter to the great Frede- 
: 4 ric, Elector Palatine, and King of Bo- 
; W hemia) had ever regarded the daughter 
3 of the Ducheſs of Zell as a match un- 
1 worthy her ſon; and the Elector, 
bporeſeeing that the alliance which the 
Duke intended might be prejudicial 
to his lawful pretenſions to the Duchy 


knew 
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knew ſo well how to repreſent to the \ 
Electreſs, that the true intereſt of their , | 
houſe required that Prince George | 
ſhould marry the Princeſs Sophia ;— i 


that he, at laſt, made her conſent to 


it, and even perſuaded her to take 


charge of the negotiation. 


In reality, no perſon was better qua- 
lified than this Princeſs, to inſure its 
ſucceſs, as ſhe poſſeſſed all the abilities 


of an able miniſter in an eminent de- 


gree ; and although ſhe teſtified the 


utmoſt contempt for the Ducheſs of 
Zell, nevertheleſs, by a ſtrange ſingu- 
larity, ſhe had always preſerved a great 
aſcendancy over the mind of the 
Duke. 

The 


WW 
a x 
£ 


THE PRINCESS OF ZELL. 11 


c | | A The departure of the Electreſs was 
ir ©. haſty, that the Prince of Wolfen- 
e MPuttle, and the Duke of Zell, could 
- 2 not be informed of it. 


| It was then in the height of ſum- 
mer; and as Hanover, where the 
| Elector made his reſidence, was not 
more than ten German leagues from 
| the city of Zell, the Electreſs, having 


ſet out at the cloſe of the evening, ar- 


* 
at ay . 


1 rived there before ſun-riſe, and taking 
N 6 pleaſure in the idea of ſurpriſing the 
2 Duke, ſhe was conducted into the 
[ Ducheſs's apartment, where ſhe was 
3 told he was, without ſuffering herſelf 
I to be announced—the Duke and Du- 
9 cheſs were not a little aſtoniſhed to 
8 3 find 
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find themſelves awakened by the ; A 
Electreſs of Hanover. This Princeſs, | 1 
having ſeated herſelf by the Duke's 4 
fide, made excuſes to him in the 
Teutonic language (which ſhe knew 
was not underſtood by the Ducheſs) 


for having interrupted their repoſe at 
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ſo early an hour; then entering upon 
buſineſs, ſhe acquainted him with the 


reaſon of her viſiting Zell, and repre- 


ſented to him that Prince George, 
being ſon to the Elector, and conſe- 
quently' iis direct heir, ſeemed to 


have more juſt pretenſions than any 
other, to the hand of his daughter. 


"i ? 


That this alliance, in uniting the 


fortunes of that lady and Prince 


0 
TM . 


George, 
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e 4 George, would, at the ſame time, eſta- 
, i | ua. that of the Ducheſs his wife, in 
$ | 5 5 aſe ſhe ſhould have the misfortune to 
: f | L decome a widow, ſince ſhe would have 


3 for ſon-in-law the preſumptive heir to 
i the Electorate of Hanover; that 
Y | 4 even the ſafety of the people was in- 
tereſted in it, as it might involve 
chem in a dangerous and cruel war, 
I A the King of Bohemia ſhould urge 
Wi pretenſions to the Duchy, contrary 
to the juſt claims of the Prince, her 
oon. In ſhort, ſhe ſo well underſtood 
be art of perſuaſion, that the Duke 
1 . | engaged himſelf, without heſitation, 
to withdraw his word given to the 
8 Prince of Wolfenbuttle, and promiſed 
bis daughter to Prince George. 


'The 
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The Duchels was extremely uneaſy, 
on account of the converſation be- 


tween her confort and the Electreſs; 


3 


ſhe naturally concluded it muſt turn 


on ſomething they wiſhed to conceal 8 


from her, as it was carried on ina 
language ſhe did not underſtand ;— 
ſhe could not reſiſt her impatience, 
and interrupting her huſband, ſhe 
aſked the reaſon of the Electreſs's vi- 


fit ; but the Duke, who had always 
placed an unlimited confidence in her, 
failed in this particular. 


The Electreſs would not do the 
Ducheſs the honour to aſk: her con- 
ſent, having beſought this Prince, 
from the beginning of her diſcourſe, 


that 
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1 at he would not inform her of what 


TE ER Ce rn . 
of o — N "4 . * 1 
. <q 
F R - ral ” 
* pert.” - 8 * by * 8 
1 I - a 
_—_ 2 2 — * = * 


e was about to propoſe, till after he 
ad given a deciſive anſwer. 


_ 


held 


1 0 The Ducheſs was therefore obliged 
to conquer her impatience, till the 
WEletreſs had retired ; but what was 
Her ſurpriſe, when ſhe was informed of 


* — 
. 


the Duke's new reſolution ; ſhe made 


lleckions of the moſt afflifting na- 
Eure, on the little reſpect the Elector 


A and Electreſs had ever ſhewn her, and 


_— 
WCF 
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| nich did not give her reaſon to ex- 
1 | rect tromytheir {on a more favourable 
3 treatment. 3 

: a 92 
3 8 A ſecret Pa ſtrengthened 
3 * the knowledge ſhe had, that Prince 
L | George 
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George was 1n love with an Hanove- 
rian lady, made her conclude that this 
marriage muſt prove fatal to her 


daughter. 


She uſed prayers and tears to diſ- 

. fuade the Duke from a deſign, in 

which ſhe ſaw the ſacrifice of her 

child to the intereſt of the ſtate, and 
repreſented to him how much he | 
would leſſen himſelf in the eſtimation i - 
of the people, by violating the word 
he had given to the Prince of Wol- 
tenbuttle. 4 3 


* 
* 9 


* * 

„But theſe Ttonſiderations could not 
prevail on the Duke of Zell, who pre- WW | 
ferred the advantage of his ſubjects to 

| - the 
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the happineſs of his daughter, and the 
reputation. of a great Prince, had more 
charms for him than that of a good 
father. 


- The Ducheſs found him 4nexora- 
ble ; and -this Prince, who had, til 
now, always paid an entire deference 
to her opinion, failed of it, in this in- 
ſtance, though in ſo delicate a circum- 
ſtance, and one in which he ought to 
have conſulted her as much for his own 


repoſe, as for that of herſelf and the 
Princeſs. ? N 


„ 2 


Whilſt ſhe was thus fegretting the 
loſs of her huſband's confidence, the 
Electreſs diſpatched a courier to the 

"WoL. I. 'C Elector, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


18 THE PRINCESS or ZELE, 


Elector, to inform him of the ſucceſt 
of her negotiation ; ſhe likewiſe, at 

the ſame time, informed Prince 

George of it, who immediately ſet off 
for Zell, with a heart more ſenſible to 
the hopes of ſucceeding to the Duchy, 
which this alliance aſſured him of, 
than touched with the beauty and ele- 
gance of the Princeſs, 


The marriage was celebrated a fey 
days after, with as much pomp as the 
little time they had to prepare would 
admit of. The bride and bridegroom 
appeared with an eclat which attracted 
the Yemiration and applauſes of the 
ſpectators. | 


'The 


— 
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The Princeſs was exquiſitely beau- 


+tiful ; her behaviour full of ſweetneſs 
and modeſty.; her air noble and ma- 


jeſtic; but her charms, heightened 
as they were.by the moſt ſplendid or- 
naments, did not prevent its being 
remarked, that her heart was not at 
eaſe, and that ſhe could not ſuppreſs 
her anxiety, but went to the altar, 


more from duty than inclination. 


Prince George had always an air of 
coolneſs and reſerve; but it appeared 
more conſpicuous on this occaſion, in 
which his heart, wholly occupied by 
the charms of another miſtreſs, was 
indifferent to every thing around him. 


* 


C 2 The 
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The Duke and Ducheſs faw, with 
concern, the little ſympathy which 
appeared between the bride and bride- 
groom; and as they tenderly loved 
their daughter, they were ſenſibly 
affected; ſo that in this auguſt aſſembly, 
the Electreſs alone ſeemed ſatlisfied, 
and congratulated herſelf on the ſuc- 
ceſs of her embaſf;. 


A few days after their marriage, the 
Prince and Princeſs accompanied the 
Electreſs to Hanover, where the 


Elector gave them a magnificent re- 
ception. 


Ambition and gallantry were at this 
time the ſoul of the Court of Hano- 


ver, 
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ver, and equally engaged both ſexes. 
The ladies had fo great a ſhare in the 
gorernment, that love wasalways mixed 
with buſineſs, and they were -con- 
tinually occupied either in pleaſures 
or. plots. —It was looked upon as the 


moſt brilliant Court of Europe, ex- 


cept that of the Emperor; and it was 
obſerved, if there was not ſo great a 


number of tributary Princes as were 


to be ſeen in the ſuite of Leopold, 
there reigned more taſte, more polite- 
neſs, and leſs licentiouſneſs than at 


Vienna. 


The Elector was affable, kind, and 
eaſy of acceſs; his air was noble; 


grave, and- full of ſweetneſs and ma- 


C3 jeſty: 


i 
| 
if 


— 
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jeſty:— The Electreſs was entirely 
worthy ſo great a Prince, and it feern- 
ed as if Heaven had only placed her 
in ſo exalted a ſtation the better to 
diſplay the uncommon qualifications 
with which ſhe was endowed, and 
there never were ſeen ſo many fine ta- 
lents united in the ſame perſon, 


Born during, the misfortunes of the 
great Frederic, her father, the had not 


been brought up in that ſplendor 
which fo frequently dazzles Princes, 
and renders them inſenſible to the 
woes of others, her own diſtreſſes hav-- 


ing inſpired her with compaſſion.— 


Sde had learnt to ſympathize with the 
. unfortunate, 
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unfortunate, and was ever ready to al- 
leviate their miſery. 7 
She was kind and affable to her in- 
feriors, and civil to her equals, Know- 
ing how to maintain her dignity with» 
out appearing too tenacious of it. 


Fond of reading from her infancy, 
fhe had acquired a ſufficient know- 
ledge of the Belles Lettres to diſcourſe 
on them very jultly.—She was alſo i 


miſtreſs of ſeveral languages, but eſpe- . 
cially the Italian, the French, the 
Engliſh, and the German; and if ſhe 
did not ſpeak the other languages of 
Europe with the ſame fluency, ſhe un- 
derſtood them ſufficiently to be able 

| C 4 to 
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to anſwer the natives of- thoie coun- 


tries. 


Among the foreigners who diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves at Court, Count 
Kunigſmark (whoſe father filled an 
elevated poſt in Sweden) was, without 
diſpute, the moſt conſpicuous ;—he 
was then twenty years of age ; he was 
elegantly formed; his air noble; his 
features regular; his cheſnut- coloured 
hair, which flowed luxuriantly over 
bis graceful ſhoulders, conſpired to 
render him the moſt intereſting figure 
in the Electoral Court. 


His underftanding, joined to a 
noblenefs of ſentiment, was not lb. 
worthy 
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- WH worthy admiration than his perſon.— 
He had been brought up with the- 
young Princeſs at the Court of Zell, 


. where that ſympathy, whieh acknow- 

ledges not the laws of reaſon, had 

created in their young hearts a reci- 

procal friendſhip, from their earlieſt 

> WH mfancy. 

i 
5 The Princeſs ſaw Kunigſmark with | 
pleaſure, at the Court of Hanover; | 
; and, as ſhe was yet a ſtranger there, ö 
) and knew no one in whom ſhe could | 
place a confidence; ſhe wiſhed, - from 


that time, the. Elector would detain. | 
him in his ſervice, in order that ſhe 
might have in him a perſon on whoſe. 
fidelity ſne could depend, not doubt- 


4 R 
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ing but this young nobleman, in 
whom ſhe had always diſcovered a 
reſpectful attention, would take a plea- 
ſure in attaching himſelf to her in- 
tereſt. 


If the beautiful Princeſs was deſir- 
ous that Kunigſmark ſhould remain 
at Court, , the natural inclination, 
which . him to her, made him 


as ardently defire it.— He then diſ- 
guiſed from himſelf, under the maſk of 


friendſhiip, a paſſion, which, at the 
laſt, notwithſtanding the pains he took 
to conceal it, plunged him in the 
abyſs of woe. | 


He 
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He offered his ſervices to the Elec- 

tor; and this Prince, being informed- 
of his birth, and the glory he had ac- 

quired againſt the Turks, gave him a 


it 
| 
vh 
vs 
iv 


eonſiderable poſt in the army, with. 
aſſurances of large emoluments. 


| As ſoon as Kumgſmark found him- 
' ſelf eſtabliſhed in the Elector's ſervice, 


ke ſought, with the utmoſt eagerneſs, . 
to make his court to the Princeſs, and 


endeavoured, by his reſpectful aſſidu - 
ties, to merit, her confidence 


The friendſhip of Prince Charles 
econd ſon to the Elector) with which 


he was honoured, ſerved to facilitate 
the means, 


This 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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This young Prince, handſome, 
well made, and gallant, and who was 
only bent on amuſing himſelf, went 
uſually to paſs his afternoons with 


the. Princeſs, where were ſure to be 
aſſembled the moſt lovely and witty 
of both ſexes, till the time of the Elec- 


trels's drawing-room.. 


The pleaſure Prince Charles took 
in the converſation of Kunigſmark, 
made him always one of the party at 


the Princeſs's apartment. 


The facility with which he ſaw her, 
excited in Kunigſmark emotions he 
had never before felt, and which did 


not leave him long in doubt of the 
true 
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? true ſentiments he had for her—he 
ö made melancholy reflections on the 
danger to which be was expoſing him- 
: ſelf, and on the ſevere virtue of the 
2 Princeſs, which would not allow him 
j any hope. 


He would willingly have avoided 
her; but it was too late; and what- 
ever efforts he might make towards 
this .reſolution, his heart could not 


conſent to ſo great a ſacrifice. 


He plainly forſaw he muſt be un- 
happy ;—but he choſe rather to be ſo 
| whilſt near the Princeſs, than at a di- 
ſtance from her, and flattered himſelf he 
ſhould always have ſo much the com- 
mand 
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mand of his love, as to conceal it from 
the eyes of the whole Court, and even 
from the object of it. 


The young Princeſs, who was ig- 
norant of what paſſed in the breaſt of 
Kunigſmark, and who took his aſſidu- 
ities for marks of reſpect towards her- 
ſelf, or gratitude for the favours he had 
formerly -received from the Duke of 
Zell, looked on him as one attached 
to her, and the confidence ſhe had in 
him increaſed daily. 


| How brilliant ſoever the fate of the 


Princeſs might appear, ſhe was farfrom 
deing happy; ; and although ſhe had 


5 brought 
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brought her huſband a ſon, this Prince 
had not the leſs indifference for her. 


Henrietta of Meiſſenbourg (ſiſter to 
the Counteſs de Plate) whofe huſband 
occupied the moſt confiderable places 


in the ſervice of the Elector, was en- 
tire miſtreſs of his affections; and if 


he paid any attention to his wife, it 
was more from politeneſs, than any 
other motive. 


But this was not all; the Elector 
behaved to her with the moſt mortify- 
ing coolneſs; and the Electreſs her- 
ſelf, generous as ſhe was to every one 
elſe, made her often feel, by the moſt 
pointed contempt, the natural anti- 


pathy 
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pathy ſhe had for the family of .the 
Ducheſs of Zell. 


| What rendered the troubles the 
Princeſs {till more affecting, was the 


inſufferable pride of the Counteſs de 
Plate, miſtreſs to the Elector. 


This woman deſcended from an il- 
luſtrious houſe, among the Caths, had 
married the Count, a man of mean 
birth, but rich, and who, by his quick 
and enterpriſing temper, and, by his 
readineſs to enter into the pleaſures of 
his maſter, had found the way to raile 


himſelf to the higheſt pitch of fortune. 


lt 


It 
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If the Counteſs at firft had appear- 


ed to ſhun the purſuit of the Elector, 
it had been only to raiſe his paſſion the 
more, and to affure herſelf the better 


of her conqueſt, and the ſequel ſoon 
proved ſhe would have been ſorry at 


this Prince had been diſcouraged by 


her falſe appearance of;virtue. 


There never was a perſon who knew 
better than this woman, how to make 
advantage of his favour ; ſhe gained, 
in a ſhort time, ſuch an aſcendancy 


'over him, that all favours paſſed thro” 


her hands; and even perſons of the 


arſt rank were obliged to make their 
court to her. 


VOL, 1. D Her 
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Her will and her caprice decided the 
fortune of individuals; and the only 
ſucceſsful application to her favour was 
adulation and flattery; few women 


were agreeable to her, and ſhe received 


_ 


at her houſe none, except thoſe wi 
whom fhe was in the habits of inti- 
macy and confidence, and whoſe diſ- 


poſition reſembled her own, and thoſe 
only on ſuch days when ſhe thought 
Proper to have a court like that of the 
Electreſs. 


The Count ſoon perceived the 
Elector's paſſion for his wife; but as 
nothing gave him concern where his 
intereſt did not bear a part, he choſe 


rather to ſacrifice his honour, than by 
leaving 
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leaving Court to renounce thoſe ad- 


vantages he had reaſon to expect from 
the favours of the Counteſs; he left 


her therefore miſtreſs of her actions; 
and to carry his compliance ſtill fur- 
ther, he retired to a magnificent villa 
he had built out of the gates of Hano- 


ver, where he appeared wholly em- 


ployed in the conſtant improvements 
and imbelliſhments of the place. 


The Elector was charmed with his 
docility, and was not contented with 


ging him his entire confidence, and 


 # © 


repoling all authority in him, but“ he 


lo prevailed on the Emperor to grant 


him one of the firſt dignities of the 
Empire. 
D 2 The 
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The Electreſs ſaw, with concern, 
the Elector's predilection for the 
Counteſs; but her policy made her 
diſſemble her grief; and knowing 
mildneſs would bring back a huſband 
ſooner than reproaches, ſhe pretended 
not to perceive it, and took the ut- 
moſt caution not to force the Elector 
from her, by an ill-timed jealouſy. 


Tt was to be wiſhed, for the happi- 
refs of the Princeſs, that ſhe had ob- 
ſerved the ſame mode of conduct as 
the Electreſs, in regard to the Count- 
es; but this young lady, although 
leſs intereſted, knew not ſo well how 


wdto diſſimulate. 


She 
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| She ſuffered, with the utmoſt im- 
patience, the haughtineſs of this fa- 
vourite, who often failed in reſpect to- 
wards her: Beſides, by a weakneſs, 
(which her extreme youth rendered 
exculable) ſhe could not fee, without 
jealouſy, a perſon whole beauty was {0 
much boaſted, and who, diſpoſing at 
will of the Elector's treaſure, dared to 


equal, and even to ſurpaſs her in mag- 
nificence. 


* . 


She alſo let flip no opportunity of 
mortifying her; ſhe ſpoke of her with 
the utmoſt contempt, without reflec- 
ting on the trouble this conduct might 
draw upon herſelf, and appeared {till 


"ore angry with her than with Hen- 


Lo; rietta 
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38 
rietta de Meiſſebourg (fiſter to the 
Counteſs, and miftreſs to Prince 
George) who had certainly behaved 
with more reſpect towards her. 


The Princels was naturally lively, 
and had a turn for raillery : Kunigſ- 


mark, who knew of this failing, and 


who fought only to infinuate himſelf 
in her favour, inſtead of reprefenting 
its dangerous tendency, and-advifing 
her to be more cautious, was the firk 
to applaud and join with her in this 
miſchievous amuſement, 


The uninterrupted diſſipation which 
. then reigned at Hanover (where the 
Ele&or was 'defirous of pleaſing bis 

miſt reſs) 


— |}"_wyi 


x 
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miſtreſs) continually invented a new 


ſucceſſion of entertainments, ſuſpend- 


ed, for a time, that mutual enmity be- 
tween the favourite and the Princels : 


It did not break out till the return of 
the latter from a journey ſhe had 


made to Zell with her father-in-law. ' 


Whatever empue love might have 
had on the heart of the Prince, it did 
not make him forgetful of his intereſts. 


Being informed of the attempts of 
Lewis the Fourteenth to attack the 


Duke of Zell, in his party againſt the 


Imperialiſts. with whom this Prince 
intended to declare war, the news 
made him apprehenſive that the Du- 

D 4 cheſs 
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cheſs of Zell (ever ſtrongly attached to 
her country, and who had. lately re- 
ceived: rich preſents from the King of 
France) might prevail on the Duke, 
her huſband, to enter into.ſome treaty 
with this enemy of Germany, which 
could not but be prejudicial to the: 
Elector. 


The Imperialiſts, having a right toi 
require of him, as their ally, that he 
ſhould oppoſe his brother's enterprizes, 
he determined not te neglect any 


thing to engage this Prince to eſpouſe 
the cauſe of the Imperialiſts. 


He went to Zell, and took the 
Princeſs with him, knowing he could 
a not 
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not do any thing more agreeable to. 
the Duke and Duchels, than to let. 
them ſee again their beloved daughter. 


He did not at firſt declare the real 
cauſe of his viſit ;—friendſhip for his 


brother ſerved him as a pretence.— 
He careſſed this Prince, and was par- 
ticularly attentive to the Ducheſs, 
while he endeavoured to diſcover the 


real ſentiments of the Duke, on the 
propoſals of the King of France. 


He ſoon diſcovered that he was un- 
determined, and that his council were 
much divided, the Ducheſs's party 


maintaining the intereſts of France, 
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and the true Germans being for that 
of the Imperialiſts. 


But knowing the Ducheſs was at 
variance. with Bernſtaff, Prime Mi- 
niſter to the Duke of Zell, he was 
mindful to turn their miſunderſtand- 
ing to his own advantage, and by flat- 
tering each party, attach them to his 


intereſt. 


At firſt, he ſhewed a particular 
eſteem for the Ducheſs ; he told her, 
that if ſhe had not before received all the 


reſpect ſhe might expect from him, it 
had been to pleaſe the Electreſs, his 


tonſort; but that Princeſs now ac- 
| Knowledged herſelf to be in the wrong, 


and 
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and wiſhed to repair her fault ; and 
that, in ſhort, they meant to neglect 
nothing that might enſure her future 
friendſhip. | 


The Ducheſs, flattered by the Elec- 
tor's diſcourſe, was more willing to- 
think him ſincere, as from the love ſhe 

bore her daughter, there was no- 
thing ſhe more ardently defired, than. 
to live in friendſhip with him and the 
Llectreſs. | 


The Elector then ſought Bernſtaff, 
| the Prime Miniſter and favourite, 
whom the Duke had permitted to aſ- 
ſume an authority, which it was no 
| longer in his power to reſiſt. Some 
5 times, 
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times, indeed, he would acknowledge 
his weakneſs; but he could not do 
without this man, as he flattered his 


paſhons, and knew too many of his 
fecrets. | 


Beſides, the Duke. was accuſtomed 
to be governed ; he hated buſineſs ;— 
and his natural indolence, joined to an 
extreme paſhon for hunting, obliged 
him to reſign the power into the hands 
of another, contenting hunſelf with 
the vain honours of royalty, and this 
miniſter had never found himſelf op- 
poſed by any perſon but the Duchels, 


This Princeſs could have wiſhed 


that her conſort had confided the care 
of 


> E 
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of the government to her, becauſe 
Bernſtaff prevented the Duke from 
doing all ſhe wiſhed for the French- 
men ſhe had ſent-for to Court. She 
endeavoured to render him odious 
to his maſter; but this Prince, pre- 
judiced in favour of the fidelity and 
talents of his miniſters, continued to 
him his eſteem, notwithſtanding the 
efforts of the Ducheſs. 


Nevertheleſs, at the earneſt entreat- 
ies of this Princeſs, he was on the point 
of making an alliance with the King 
of France, againſt the advice of Bern- 
ſtaff, if this miniſter, who foreſaw, by 
this alliance, that the Ducheſs and the 
French would become maſters of the 

| government 
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government, had not found means to 
delay ſigning the treaty, hoping time 
might furniſh him with a pretext for 
breaking it entirely. 


It is probable that it was Bernſtaff who 
informed the Elector what was plot- 
ting in reſpect to this affair at Zell, 
and who ſolicited him to come to per- 
ſuade the Duke, his brother, from ſo 
fatal a Au 


However it was, this Prince knew 
it time enough; and he gained ſuch 
aſcendancy over the minds of the 
Duke and Ducheſs, that the propoſals 
of Lewis were rejefed, | 
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The Elector was not, however, 
contented with having gained this 
point; he wiſhed to prevent all in- 
conſtancy for the future, and judged 
it the beſt method to introduce ſome 
perſons of his party into the councils 
of the Duke. 


This was not an eaſy undertaking, 


ſince the Ducheſs, and even the mi- 


niſter, had an intereſt in oppoſing it. 


The Elector, having diſcovered that 


the Ducheſs was ſenſible to the marks 
of reſpect he had paid her, redoubled 
his attentions. He made her a thou- 
and proteſtations, that, if ſhe-woulil 
ſecond him on this occaſion, he would 


never 
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never give her reaſon to repent it, add 
that himſelf and ſon would ever pre- 
ſerve for her the utmoſt gratitude and | 
reſpect; and that, if ſhe had the miſ- | 
fortune to ſurvive het huſband, ſhe | 
| ſhould never perceive a change. 


The Ducheſs had too much pene- 

tration to be the dupe of theſe pro- 
miſes; ſhe knew too well ſhe had no 
right to expect much from the conſi- 
deration of a Prince, who, even in the } 
fe time of her huſband, wanted to ] 
deprive her of the little intereſt ſhe i 
poſſeſſed ; ſhe nevertheleſs pretended | 
to be perſuaded, and promiſed him, in a 
her turn, all the aſſiſtance he might MW © 
* from her; but inſtead of ſe- h 
7 conding | 
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conding him, ſhe offered her friend- 
ſhip to the miniſter, and propoſed to 


join him, that they might, together, 
fruſtrate a defign which apparently 


could only be prejudicial to the credit 
and authority of both. 


But this miniſter was too proud to 
ove himſelf up ſo eafily : Beſides, the 
) Eleftor's protection, after the death 


of the Duke, and the preſervation of 


his dignities and places (of which this 
Prince had given him the moſt flatter- 
ing aſſurances, by Count Plate, his 


Prime Miniſter) appeared to him an 
advantage preferable to the friendſhip 
of the Ducheſs, who only offered it to 


him from neceſſity. 
vol. 1, E Bernſtaff 
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Bernſtaff ated with more lincerity 
towards the Elector than the Duch- 
els. had done; after having ſuffered 
himſelf to be ſeduced by the offers of 
this Prince, he perſuaded his maſter 
that his intereſt, and the Elector's, 
being the ſame ſince the marriage of 
the Prince with the Princeſs Sophia, 
it was neceſſary that the two Courts | 
ſhould be ſo united, that they ſhould 
ever coincide with each other; that, 
by granting this, mark of confidence to 
the Elector and his ſon, he would en- 
ſure the happineſs of the Ducheſs and 
his daughter, for whom theſe Princes 
would have more reſpect after his 
death, becauſe they would have rea- 


ſon to look upon them as the widow 
and 
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and daughter of a Prince who had 


ſhewn them the moſt tender friend 
ſhip. 


If, on the contrary, theſe Princes 
were refuſed, the reſentment occaſion- 
ed by this denial, might one day fall 
upon the Ducheſs and her daughter, 
as, in fact, their demand was not un- 
juſt or unreaſonable, ſince, being pre- 
ſumptive heirs to the Duchy of Zell, 


they had ſome right to be introduced 
into the Councils. 


i 
1 4 


The Duke, who was ſatisfied with 

any thing, provided it did not inter- 

rupt his indolence and pleaſure, eaſily 

conſented to the Elector's propoſals 
E 2 
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and the more ſo, as he thought he 
ſhould do an effential ſervice to his 
confort and the Princeſs, the uncer- 
tainty of whoſe fate, after his death, 


gave him ſome uncaſineſs. 


The Ducheſs ſaw plainly, that the 
miniſter had given himſelf up to the 
Elector, and wanted to let her con- 
fort know it; but this Prince, preju- 
diced by the hatred he knew ſhe bore 
this favourite, aſſured her, that all 
Bernſtaff ſeemed to do for the Elector, 
was 1n reality for her advantage, and 


that of her daughter. 


The Ducheſs, well perſuaded as ſhe 


was of the contrary, ſeeing her endea- 


VOours 


* 
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yours were uſeleſs, was conſtrained to 


diſſemble, and appear convinced with 
what he ſaid. — Thus the Elector had 


the ſatisfaction of ſucceeding in his 
deſigns ; and having introduced a 
number of his creatures into the 
Duke's cabinet, he returned to Ha- 
rover, accompanied by the Princeſs, 
tor whom, for ſome time, he had pre- 
tended great reſpect. 


This lady did not find the fame 
pleaſure at Hanover as ſhe had left at 
Zell, where the Duke and Ducheſs 
bad given her a thouſand proofs of the 
moſt lively tenderneſs. | 


E3 Het 
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Her huſband ſaw her return with 
the fame unconcern as he had be. 
held herdeparture ; moreattached than 
ever to his former amours, he carried 
his indifference ſo far, as to be two 
months without ſpeaking to her. 


It is eaſy to imagine how harſh this 
treatment muſt appear to an amiable 
Princeſs, whoſe conduct had not 
brought it upon herſelf ; ſhe thought 
it her duty to make an effort to regain 
the affections of her huſband. 


With this idea, ſhe went into the 
Prince's ſtudy one day when he was 
alone ; he was going to retire as ſoon 
as he perceived her; but ſhe, detain- 


ing 
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ing him, ſaid, my lord, if I had any 
thing to reproach myſelf with in reſ- 
pect to you, far from ſeeking you, as I 
now do, to aſk your reaſon for avoid- 
ing me, I ſhould be pleaſed with a 
conduct that would ſpare me the 
trouble of a juſtification. 

But conſcious that I have never 
failed in my duty to you, nor done 
any thing to deſerve the contempt 
with which you treat me, I dare pre- 
ſent myſelf before you not to re- 
proach you— but to entreat that I 
may be informed in what I have in- 
curred your diſpleaſure. 


E 4 © « ] 
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« I only aſk your eſteem, and flat- 
ter myſelf I am not unworthy of it ;— 
Will you not condeſcend, my lord, to 
tell me what I muſt do to deſerve it.” 


« Make yourſelf eaſy, Madam,” 
replied the Prince, ſternly ; and with- 
out ſaying any thing more, left the 
room, leaving the Princeſs motionleſs 


with diſappointment and deſpair. 


She had ſcarce ſtrength to return to 
her apartment, where ſhe found Ku- 
nigſmark and Mademoiſelle de Molk, 
one of her women, in whom ſhe placed 
an unbounded confidence ; they both 
diſcovered, by the alteration in her 


countenance, 
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countenance, that her heart was agi- 


tated by ſome violent grief. 


They entreated her not to conceal 
from them the cauſe of her uneaſineſs; 
and this Princeſs thought ſhe ought 
not to refuſe, to their earneſt zeal, a 
confidence which would alſo relieve 


her mind. 


Kunigſmark and Mademoiſelle de 
Molck were equally ſurpriſed at the 
Prince's cruelty ; they could not com- 
prehend how he, who was ſo polite to 
every other female, and who extended 
bis complaiſance to the meaneſt of his 
lervants, could treat ſo unworthily her, 


who 


—— 


58 THE PRINCESS or ZELL. 


who had ſo great a claim to his reſpe& 
and affection. 


They thought, at firſt, it would be 


better not to oppoſe the juſt griefs of 


the Princeſs, as giving vent to her 
tears might eaſe her perturbation of 
mind ; but ſeeing her much affected, 


they feared melancholy would gain too 
great an aſcendancy over her, and en- 
treated ſhe would not reſign herſelf up 
to unavailing ſorrow. 


Kunigſmark (ſenſibly affected at the 


ſituation in which he ſaw her, and ſtill 


more enraged againſt the Prince) ſaid, 


do not, Madam, afflict yourſelf thus; 
the Prince is unworthy of your tears; 


he 


\ 
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he merits only your contempt and in- 


dignation; revenge yourſelf, there- 
fore, by teſtifying both to him; — 
the whole world will juſtify you; and 
whoever is informed of the manner in 
which he has treated you, will look 
upon him as a barbarian and a tyrant.“ 


« Stop, Kunigſmark,” ſaid the 
Princeſs to him; “ though 1 thank 
you for your zeal towards me, 
| cannot ſuffer yau to forget the 


reſpect you owe to the Prince; re- 
member it is to me you ſpeak, and 


that he is my huſband. —The Prince 


is virtuous ; and if he has not for me 


all the reſpect and affection that he 
ought 
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ought to have, I impute it to my 
deſtiny. 


„The Prince loves another; per. 
haps Heaven, in pity to my ſorrows, 
will cure him of a paſſion deſtructive 
to my peace, and that I ſhall one day 
have a ſhare 1n his eſteem ; however, 
it is my duty to merit it, which is 
what I ſhall never be able to accom- 
pliſh, but by purſuing a method en- 
tirely oppoſite to that which you 
propoſe. | 


If it be true that you are as much 
attached to me as you profeſs, you 
cannot give me a ſtronger proof of it 


than by preſerving an eternal ſilence 
on 
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on what I have juſt confided to you; 
it is what I expect from you, if you 
do not wiſh to be for ever baniſhed 


from my preſence. 


« What I ſay to Kumgſmark 
equally concerns Mademoiſelle de 


Molck, continued ſhe, addreſſing her- 
ſelf to that lady. 


« If my friendſhip is dear to you, 


keep a profound ſilence on what I have 
related to you.“ 


They both ſwore an inviolable ſe- 
crecy; but Kunigſmark, who felt him- 
elf agitated by various emotions. 


hatred towards the Prince, and ad- 


miration 


nn ů — 
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miration and love for the Princeſs, 
was ſo affected, and gazed on her {6 
tenderly, that, had ſhe been leſs op- 
preſſed by her misfortunes, ſhe muſt 
certainly have remarked what paſled 
in his heart. 


He was leaning on a table, and ſo 
much occupied in contemplating the 
Princeſs, who did not appear to him 


leſs beautiful in her tears; that he did 


not obſerve the entrance of Prince 
Charles, who was come to make a vi- 


ſit to her Highneſs. 


« I was going, my Lord,” ſail ſhe, 
« to the Prince, to deſire Kunigſmarł 
6 to 
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to make my excuſes to you, and to 
tell you I was indiſpoſed, in order to 


prevent your coming.“ 


« I doubt, Madam, if I ſhould have 
obeyed you,” anſwered this young 
Prince, © I ſhould not have been able 
to conquer my impatience, as the in- 
tereſt I take in your health would not. 
have permitted me to have confided 
to any other perſon the honour of the 
inquiry.” 


This Prince went out a few mo- 
ments after, and Kunigſmark with 


him, but ſtill ſo thoughtful, that the 
Prince took notice of it. 


60 What 
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« What ails you, Kunigſmark ?” 
ſaid the Prince to him; © you do not 
ſeem to me in your uſual good ſpirits ; 
you are nolonger the lively careleſs Ku- 
nigſmark; and has love, whom, till 
now, you have ever held in defiance, has 
he revenged himſelf at lait ? 


« Handſome as you are, you need 
not fear being rejected : Tell me, 
then, what makes you ſo thoughtful ? 
and remember you promiſed me, if 
ever you ſhould be wounded by the 


arrows of the little god, that I ſhould 
be your confident.” 


« I would take advantage of your 


kindneſs, my Lord,” replied Kunigſ- 


mark, 


dt. A W * 
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mark, if any thing more than an head- 
ach was the cauſe of the alteration 
you fancy.—Thank Heaven, I know 
but little of love, and J +:confeſs I 
eſteem myſelf much obliged to him, 
that he has never, to this moment, 
troubled my repoſe. 

do not know if you are ſincere, 
rejoined the Prince; „but I know 
the friendſhip I feel for you does not 
deſerve to be deceived; and I fore- 
warn you, if you mean to impoſe on 
me for any length of time, you muſt 
at with great circumſpection, for I 


will make it my buſineſs to endea- 


rour to diſcover what, I ſuſpe&, you 
conceal from me. 
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Some courtiers coming up, gave 
Kunigſmark an opportunity of retir- 
1ng.—He was ſo afflicted and embar- 
raſſed, at the condition in which he 
left the Princeſs, and the laſt words of 
Prince Charles, that he arrived at his 


own houſe, almoſt without perceiving 
it; he feigned indiſpoſition, and re- 
tired to bed, giving orders not to be 
diſturbed. 


He reſigned himſelf up to the va- 
rious ſentiments with which he was 
agitated; and although he partook 
the ſorrow of the Princeſs, there were 
certain moments in which he was not 
ſorry that the Prince did not behave 


well to her; and if he did not go ſo 
far 
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far as to conceive hopes for his love, 


at leaſt, he thought himſelf happy in 


not having a rival to fear. 


He ſometimes wiſhed the Princeſs, 


being leſs attached to her duty, had 


carried her reſentment againſt her huſ- 


band to hatred ; and her conſtancy, 


in perſevering to gain his affection, 


frened to him a virtue far too auſtere, 


But what Prince Charles had ſaid 
to him, and the ſuſpicions he had be- 
trayed, cauſed him great uneaſineſs; 
he examined, with attention, whether 
any thing might have eſcaped tum, 
which could diſcover his internal paſ- 
tion, but, by the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny he 
| F 2 Could 


—_——_ — — 


— — 


=” 


1 — ——  —_ — 3 EO - — - 4 
- 8 - — _— 1 2 — - - 
8 * — ; — yas 8 — 
— = * 4 * _ > = * 2 — — — — 8 5 . 
— I ” 8 2 _ — . . 2 2 — LET'S | 
4 2 o_ . o — = > 4 + _— 
wb 2 — * 7 * ot — _ 5 > = 
* o co v4 1 22 — — * Ah 2 — 
= - 2+ A —_— * — P—_— + x — 
— N — — TY <ACETL >< - 2 * _ 
wenn — . Y : 4 V u 
— p . \ "=. q * = . 


wage 


* : — 
jr, = 4 2 5 TT. > aa — _ * — 2 
- — - => 
1 . -a FACESTS. ; 2 8 — n 8 
— — 2 8 — + 
b — 2 


68 TME PRINCESS OF.,KELL, 


| 
, 
3 


could make, he thought he had ne. 
thing to reproach himſelf with. 


He reſolved, however, to 'B more 
circumfpect for the future, and to go 
as ſeldom as poſſible to the Princeſs's 


apartment, and then only in company 


with Prince Charles. 


While Kunigſmark was thus cruelly 
| agitated, the Princeſs, who went to 
bed as ſoon as Prince Charles had left 
her, was ſtill in a more melancholy 
ſituation. The agitation of her mind 
cauſed a high fever; ſhe paſſed a 
ſleepleſs night ; and the next day was 
ſo extremely ill, that her life was de- 


ſpaired of.— She received the informa- 
tion 
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tion of her danger with a fortitude 
worthy her virtue. 


The Elector and Electreſs were 


alarmed at the ſtate in which they ſaw 
her; and although they did not love 
the Princeſs, they could not help 
eſteeming her; beſides, knowing ſhe 
was near lying in of her ſecond child, 


they had an intereſt in her preſerva- 
tion. 


The Electreſs ſcarce ever left her; and 
the Princeſs was the more ſenſible ot 


this attention, as it was what ſhe could 
not have expected from the general 
tenor of her conduct. N 


* 


F 3 The 


14 
1 
4 
9 
+ 
1% | 
in 


ö 

| 

| 

. N 
| 

} 

4 

15 

* 


— LOS 
+ 

* K. - 
— 


4 


. 
—— 
18 — = 
- - 22 — 
e - — 2 = _ 
— +» > © — ” 6. 2 


n — 


R « 4 
3 — o— == - 
. & + © 


— 
S— 
Xe TEL «yi — 
: + = 


3 


r 


* — — 
— 


ee ene. c EEE 
* . — . 

5 * 

. rr 

8 89 


3 
Er” "_ e 
* — 2 * wi = ==; 4 he — 
_ SO Me if * - a Ln >. FS 
as. 1 2 
a 7 
— 


—— 
* * 
— So 2.4 R n — 0 — 
- Re Tr — F gs 4 Fe 
- — i ” —_—_—— — — — 
= IK: k ; 


50 THE PRINCESS OF ZELL, 


The Prince, being informed of her 
danger, could not poſſibly avoid pay. 
ing her a viſit, and took the opportu- 
nity of the Electreſs's abſence. 


Having approached the bed, ke 
faid, with his uſual iang froid, that he 
was ſorry to ice her in that fituation. 
The Princeſs held out her hand to 
bim—*< 1 am dying, my Lord,” ſaid 
ſhe, and you know the caule; I do 
not reproach you, but pray for your 
' repoſe, and that you may never have 
cauſe to repent the treatment I have 
received from you. — Tour contempt 
has not been able to deprive jou of 
my eſteem, becauſe I am perſuaded 
you would have granted me your's, if 

you 
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you had not been led away by a paſ- 
fon which has got the better of your 


reaſon. 


« But this paſſion, my Lord, will 
be of ſhort duration, and you will one 
day do me more juſtice; and perhaps 
you will not refuſe me after my death, 


what it was not in your power to grant 
while I lived.“ 


Here the Princeſs, overcome by va- 
nous emotions, fainted away, which 
put an end to the converſation, and 
relieved the Prince from his embaraſſ- 


ment, as he would have found a dif- 
hiculty in anſwering her. 
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This fainting proved the criſis of hen. 
diſorder, which, by a good conſtitu. 


tion, ſhe got the better of. From that. 
day her ſtrength gradually increaſ- 
ed, and, on the twentieth day, ſhe was 
brought to bed of a Princels (who was: 
aſterwards Queen of Pruſſia.) The 
Princes ſuffered more from this lying- 


in than the former, owing to her ill 
ſtate of health ; and notwithitanding 
the united. efforts of the Electreßs. 
Prince Charles, and even Kunigſmark, 
to divert her, this Princeſs was ab- 
ſorbed in melancholy, and. was cou- 
fined to her room three months, with- 
out finding any material amendment 
in health or ſpirits, 


The 


© 
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The phyſicians judged that the. 
country might be of ſervice to her.—- 
The Electreſs therefore determined to. 
take her to one of the royal palaces,, 
about an hour's ride from Hanover, 
hoping the ſalubrity of the air, and. 
the beauty, of the place, nught.contri-- 
bute to her recovery. 


Few perſons were appointed to ac-- 
company the Electreſs, as ſhe thought, 
by taking a ſmall party to oblige the. 
Princeſs, for whom ſolitude ſeemed to. 


have more charms than the parade of a. 
court. 


Prince Charles, who did not like to- 
be at a diſtance from the Princeſs, re- 


queſted 
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queſted the Electreſs to give him leave 
to follow her, accompanied by ku- 
nigfmark. The Electreſs, who loved 
this ſon better than any of her child- 
ren, granted his deſire with pleaſure, 


The remembrance of the Prince's 
ſuſpicions, and the fear that Kunigſ- 
mark was in, leſt, by his looks, he 
might betray himſelf, in a piace 
where Charles (leſs amuſed than at 
Hanover) might oblerve him more at- 
tentively, made him, for a few mo- 
ments, heſitate whether he ſhould not 
form ſome pretext to remain with the 
Elector.— After a feeble ſtruggle, his 


paſſion got the better of his reaſon, 
and 


05 
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and he determined to accept the 
Prince's invitation. 


It was in the height of ſummer, the 
Flefreſs and the Princeſs ſet out for 
the Royal palace, which might be- 
eſteemed one of the moſt beautiful. 
belonging to the Elector. 


The furniture was truly magnifi-- 
cent, and diſplayed an infinity of. 
taſte. 


Paintings, by the moſt eminent” 
maſters, adorned this charming place; 
the gardens exhibited the moſt beauti- 
tul combination of nature and art, 
while fountains, not to be rivalled in the 

| world, 
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world, conſpired to render it the moſt 
delightful fituation imagination could 
fuggeſt. 


The Princeſs recerred much plea- 
ſure from being in ſuch an en— 
chanting ſpot, far from the noiſe and 
tumult of a great court. 


The Electreſs omitted nothing 


which might amuſe her ſmall Party, 


and render this retreat agreeable. — 
She procured them the pleaſures of 
walking, fiſhing, and cheerful couver- 
ſation, and tried, by every delicate at- 
tention, to diſſipate the ſorrows of the 


Princeſs. - 


Refreſhments 
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Refreſhments were found ſet out in 
the woods, and agreeably ſurpriſed the 
company, by being unexpected. At 
other times, the ſound of various mu- 
ſical inſtruments broke on the ear of 
her gueſts, and formed a melodious 
concert. 


Magnificent gondolas, rowed by 


Gondoliers, lightly habited, were ſeen 
en the great canal (which terminated 
the garden) for the uſe of thoſe who 
choſe to amuſe themſelves on the 
water, 


Carriages were ready every evening 
for thoſe who wiſhed to ride in the 
park, and they afterwards aſſembled in 


an elegant ſaloon, which formed part 
of 
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of the orangery.— Here they found « 
table decorated with every luxury, 
and the Electreſs permitted her ſuite 


of both ſexes to ſup with her. k 

| a 

After the repaſt, they amuſed them- t 
ſelves at play, and walking in a gallery 
which led into a room adorned with 

the moſt. choice and delicate paintings. t 

| t 

The Princeſs, who had a particular 

U 


taſte for that art, and in which ſhe ex- 
celled, was amuſing herſelf one day in 
looking at them, and had her eyes 
fixed on a picture (which had been re- 


— 


F c 1 q 


cently put up) repreſenting Venus and 


The 


The Electreſs came in at this mo- 
ment, and finding her ſo occupied, 
« Princeſs,” ſaid ſhe, you do not 
know, perhaps, that the picture you 
are conſidering with ſo much atten- 
tion is in fact a portrait.“ 


« I took it for an imagination of 
the painter,” replied the Princeſs, not 
being able to believe there had ever 
been a perſon in exiſtence handſome 
enough to reſemble that picture. 


« You are miſtaken,” ſaid the 


Electreſs; © and however beautiful 


this face may appear to you, I can aſ- 
lure you, that the celebrated, but too 


lovely 
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lovely Charlotte, Baroneſs of Degen- 
feldt, whom 1t repreſents, infinitely 
ſurpaſſed it.“ 


* What, Madam!” anſwered 


the Princeſs, with an air of ſurpriſe, 


is that the lady who, I have been 


old, cauſed ſo much confuſion in 
your family; J have always wiſhed to 
find ſome perſon who could give me 
the recital of her life, but notwith- 
ſtanding all the trouble I have taken, 
J have not been able to find any who 


were truly acquainted with the ſub- 
ject.“ 


« There is no one that can inform 


you better than myſelf,” replied the 
Electreſs; 


6 
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UW Elecreſs ;- but as the relation is a long 
| one, and I could not recollect the 
events without the greateſt emotion, I 
ſhall content myſelf by telling you, 
that after the death of the great Fre- 
deric, my father, we were left five 
children, a Prince and four Princeſſes. 
Charles Lewis, my brother, being 
ſmitten with the incomparable beauty 
of the Baroneſs de Degenfeldt, whoſe 
picture you have juſt ſeen, married ier 
privately, inthe life time of his firſt wife, 
from whom he was divorced. —Altho' 
he had ſeveral . children by her, this 


leparation was ſo fatal to our houſe, 
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that it occaſioned the total extinction 
of it; and I have had the misfortune 
to ſee our dominions in the poſſeſſion 
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of a foreign power; but ſpare me the 
pain of repeating to you this melan- 
choly hiſtory.” 


As ſhe finiſhed theſe words, a gen- 
tleman came to inform her, that the 
Elector, the Princes, and the Lords of 
the Court, were already prepared to 
appear at the ball, which Prince 
George was to give that evening. 

b 

„Come, Princeſs,” faid the Elec- 
treſs, “ it is time for us to get ready 
allo ; and es there was a long inter- 
val between this converſation and the 


ball, the Electreſs held a drawing- 


room, at which the Ducheſs of Zell 


and the Princeſs were preſent. 
The 


\ 
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The ladies had been particularly at- 
tentive to their dreſs; and the Tount- 
e&, above all, had neglected nothing, 
that ſhe might ſurpaſs all thoſe who 
piqued themſelves on elegance of tafte. 
She was one of the firſt in the circle, 
and made herſelf the more conſpi- 
cuous, as the Elector and Duke were 


expected. 


The company conſiſted of the firſt 
nobility; and amongſt the many ac- 
compliſhed gentlemen, the ladies par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed Count Kunigl- 
mark, and beſtowed on him all the 
praiſes he ſo juſtly merited, but eſpe- 
cally the Counteſs, who ſpoke of him 
un ſuch flattering terms, and com- 


(3 2 mended 
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mended him with ſo much warmth, 
that ſhe gave room to ſuppole he was 
not indifferent to her.—She was {till 


{peaking of him when he made his ap- 
Pearance. 


He had that evening paid particu- 
lar attention to his dreſs, which height- 
ened the natural charms of his perſon, 
and the Counteſs, ever prepoſſeſſed in 
his favour, thought him that evening 


particularly captivating. 


The Electreſs, who had remarked 
the earneſtneſs with which the Count- 
els praiſed Kunigſmark, and obſer- 
ving the emotion his preſence created 


in her, took a malicious pleaſure in 
increaſing 
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increaſing her embarraſſment - and 
turning towards Kunigſmark, when 
he approached to pay her his reſpects, 
ſaid, * you are come in good time; — 
we were talking of you; the Ducheſs 
and I were taking your part againſt 
the Counteſs. She contended, that if 
you had all the honour of the laſt 
hunt, your good fortune, more than 


your ſkill or courage, contributed 
to it.” | 


The Ele&or and Duke coming in, 
and the Electreſs riſing, ſpared Ku- 
nigſmark the taſk of anſwering to a 
diſcourſe which confuſed him as much 


4 it troubled the Counteſs. 
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A few moments after the Fletor 
and Duke were come in, they went 


with their conſorts and the Princeſs to 


Prince George's apartment; they be- 
gan to play; and chance placed the 
Counteſs between the Elector and 
Kunigſmark. Never was the Elector's 
preſence more diſagreeable to this fa- 
vourite ; ſhe dared ſcarce lift her eyes 
towards Kunigſmark, left the Elector 
ſhould diſcover her paſſion, and yet 


ſhe could not help looking on an ob- 
ject fo faſcinating. 


The Electreſs, who conſtantly ob- 
ſerved her, was confirmed in her ſuſ- 
picions of her affe&ion for Kunigt- 
mark; and not doubting but the 

Elector, 
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Elector, who had a great ſhare of pe- 
netration, would perceive the infidelity 
of his miſtreſs, flattered. herſelf ſhe 
ſhould ſoon ſee an end to the reign of 


this favourite. 


The Elector did really perceive an 


aeration in the countenance of the 


Counteſs, and inquired the cauſe of it; 
and this artful woman had the addreſs 
to attribute it to a flight indiſpoſition. 
He entreated her to retire; but ſhe 
told him the diſorder was too trifling, 


to deprive her of the pleaſure of his 
company. 0 


The game being finiſhed, the Elec- 
tor, followed by the Electreſs, the 
64 Princeſs, 
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Princeſs, the Ducheſs, and the reſt of 

the company, paſſed into a large 
room, where were ſeveral tables; that 
of the Elector was placed higher than 


| the reſt, and diſpoſed in fuch a man- h 

| ner, that the Elector and Electreſs 6 

| might be able to view the whole com- 
pany at once. 


After ſupper, the Duke of Zell 
opened the ball with the Princeſs, his a 
daughter, the Electreſs not chuſing to 


dance.' ' -- | | 
Prince George afterwards took the 
Counteſs ; and when they had finiſh- 


ed, ſhe was looking round for a partner, | 
when the EleQor made a fign for her to | 
take 
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take Kunigſmark, who had not yet 
danced. 


This order was very agreeable to 
her; and as it was of conſequence to 


her to vindicate herſelf to Kunig(- 
mark, from the aſperſions of the Elec- 
treſs, ſhe made ule of this opportunity. 


After having courtſeyed to him, 


as he gave her his hand to lead her to 
the dance, ſhe ſaid, ** I do not know, 


my Lord, what intereſt the Electreſs 
may have in making us enemies ; I 
can aſſure you I have given every 
commendation to your courage and 
Kill which they both deſerve, and that 
no one is more your friend than my- 

ſelf; 
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felf ; it only remains with you to make 
the trial; and if you will follow me 
after the ball to my houſe, and tell me 
in what I can ſerve you, you ſhall ſce 
what dependence you ought to place 
on what the Electreſs has aſſerted. 


Kunigſmark perfectly underſtood 
this invitation; his , paſhon for the 
Princeſs did not render him inſenſible 
to the advances of ſo handſome a wo- 
man as the Counteſs. 


It is not neceſſary for you, Ma- 
dam, to juſtify yourſelf,” anſwered 
he; I am aſhamed of the kindneſs 
you ſhew for a man ſo little deſerving 


of it; and ſince you give me leave, as 
ſoon 


te 
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ſoon as the Elector is retired, I will be 
at your houſe, to aſſure you more par- 


ticularly of my moſt humble grati- 
tude.” 


Here the Electreſs interrupted * 
to continue the ball. 


Kunigſmark then led out the Prin- 
ceſs; and when they began to dance, 
z murmur of applauſe went through 
the room, and the whole company 


thought they could not ſufficiently ad- 
mire them. 


The attention the Elector paid his 
miſtreſs, cauſed him to retire at an 


; early 
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early hour, as he thought her indit- 
poſed. 


| Kunigſmark followed the Elector to 
Is apartment; and after he had 
taken his leave, he went to the houſe 


of the Counteſs. 


He found her lying on a couch in 


an elegant but not very modeſt un- 
dreſs. —She roſe as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 


him, and embraced him with a tranſ- 
port that ſurpriſed him ; ſhe obſerved 
his embarraſſment, but did not wonder 
at it; and having laid aſide all reſerve, 
and being no longer miſtreſs of her- 
ſelf, ſhe confeſſed to him all her weak- 
neſs, and diſplayed to him ſo many 

charms, 


1 
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charms, that Kunigſmark was ſeduced, 
and naturally amorous, did not ſcruple 


to reply to her advances. 


The day began to appear when he 
returned home; he threw himſelf up- 
on his bed, to take repoſe, but it was 
in vain ; a thouſand afflifting thoughts 
troubled him, and he reproached him- 
ſelf with the moſt criminal infidelity, 
at having been ſenſible to the charms 
of this declared enemy to the Princeſs. 


He doubted much if this adventure 
could be long concealed ; and 1n the 
apprehenſion that the Princeſs, being 
informed of it, might ſuſpect he was 
not faithful to her intereſt, he reſolved 

| 4 to 
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to acquaint her with the affuir him- 


ſell. 


He went, then, to her Highneſs's 
apartment, as ſoon as he knew ſhe 
was riſen. He found her at her toilette, 
ſurrounded by a number of her father's 
nobles, who were going to return with 
him, and were come to receive her 


orders. 


The Princeſs, having riſen from her 
toilette, diſmiſſed the Lords, and 


there remained with her only a ſmall 
number of perſons, among whom was 


Kunigſmark.— The Princeſs called 


him to a window, to which ſhe had 


retired, and expreſſed to him the re- 
gret 
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gret ſhe felt at the departure of her 
father and mother, and told him, ſhe 
could have wiſhed to have accompa- 
nied them to Zell, but it was in vain 
to aſk permiſſion of the Elector, as 
his miniſter had repreſented to him 
that her journey would be too expen- 
five; and the inſatiable avarice of this 
man cauſed him to be ſparing of the 
Elector's treaſures, becauſe he wiſhed 
to reſerve them all for himſelf and his 
wife; but what am 1 thinking 
on,” added ſhe, ſmiling, to be talk- 
ing to you with ſo much freedom, 
lince yeſterday you were on ſuch good 
terms with the Count, or rather with 
the Counteſs—I muſt hereafter ſpeak 


to 
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to you (of them) with more circum- 
ſpection. 


“ Your attention to her at the ball, 
and the warmth with which ſhe ſpoke 
of you in the Electreſs's apartment 
her embarraſſment at play all told 
me you were good friends.“ 


It is what I did not mean to con- 
ceal from you, Madam,“ anſwered 
Kunigſmark; I had rather you 
ſhould think me indiſcreet, than that 
I fail in my fidelity to you. 


It is true, Madam, the Countels 
confeſſed to me yeſterday, that ſhe 


had a regard for me, and even engaged 
me 
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me to go to her houſe. —I have been 
there ; but I ſwear to you, by all the 
reſpe&t I owe you, that, if I thought 
the ſecinz or ſocaking to her would 
Gprive me of the honour of your con- 


hcence, I would never ſee her more.“ 


No, Kunizſmark,” replied the 
Princeſs ; * ſee her I defire you ;— 
that ſhall not prevent my being al- 
ways your friend, as I am perſuaded 
tht you muſt ever have more eſteem. 
lor me than for that woman, for 
whom, in reality, you can entertain. 
my contempt.—I am even pleaſed 
Gat you have her good will, ſince, 
perbaps, you may induce her not to 


l. H in] re. 
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injure me in the Elector's opinion, as, 
ſhe continually endeavours to do.” 


Kunigſmark was hurt to find the: 
Princeſs adviſed him ſo coolly to ſee 
the Countels, and with much diffi- 
culty reſtrained himſelf ; and it Is 
probable, that, finding himſelf at li- 
berty to talk with her, and the intereſt 
that his latent paſſion made him take 
in diſſuading her from thinking he was 
in love with the Counteſs, might have 
inſpired him with a boldneſs that he 
had never hitherto dared to ſhew, if a 
perſon bad not come in to tell the 
Princeſs that the Ducheſs of Zell was 


juſt arrived. 


DT | The 
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The Princeſs went into her dreſ- 
ſng-room to finiſh her toilette, and 
Kunigſmark retire4 home, where he 
made the moſt melancholy reflections 
upon this unfortunate attachment, 
which led him to adore a Princels, 
from whom he dared not flatter him- 
lelf he ſhould receive the ſmalleſt re- 
turn, and to whom he durſt not pre- 
ſume to mention how) much he was 


under the influence of her charms. 


He reſolved to make an effort to 
conquer his unhappy paſſion, and de- 
termined to keep a ſtrict watch over 
his looks and actions, that they 
might not betray feelings, which would 
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wound her delicacy, and for ever in- 


jure hum in her opinion. 


He was loſt in theſe ideas, when: 


Prince Charles defired to ſpeak with 


him in the Electreſo's apartment. 


Evaigſmark went immediately to 


tie palace; ke had ſcarcely appeared, 


When t! he Maar ſaid to him, I have a 


propoſal to make, Kunigſmark, which 


I think will be agreeable to you; the 
Elector has given me leave to open a 
campaign againſt the Turks, who have 
attacked the Imperialiſts, whom we 
are obliged to aſſiſt; ſhould you like 


to accompany me? In that caſe, 1 


will aſk. the Elector's permiſſion.” 
« You. 
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„ Yeu could not, my Lord,“ re- 
plied Kunigſmark, © have propoſed 
any thing more agreeable to me; I 
am ready to follow whenever you 


mall command.“ 


The Prince expreſſed himſelf much 
pleaſed with this proof of his attach- 
ment, and immediately went to aſk 
the Elector to permit Kunigſmark to 
be of his party, to which that Prince 
readily acceded. 


”- 


The Prince gave inſtant orders for 
the preparation of his equipages; and 
lo diligent were they in fulfilling his 
comma dds, that every thing was ready 
in a few days: The Prince ſent them 


H 3 *. On 
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on before, and only kept a ſmall num- 


ber of officers about his perſon. 


The day of departure, however, 


drew near, and Kunigſmark ſaw its ap- 


proach with extreme afflition.—He 
thought of being ſo long deprived of 
the, fight of the Princeſs, appeared to 
him an unparalleled misfortune ; but 


his word given to Prince Charles he 


could not recede. 


His dejection was remarked by the 


whole Court, but no one ſuſpected the 
real cauſe, though each thought they 


had diſcovered it. The Electreſs ral- 
lied him upon it ; and the Princels, 
when he took leave of her, told him 

6 ſhe 


| 


Pl 
i 


y SI 1 
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he diſcovered at leaving Hanover. 


« I think J have ſome ſhare in it,“ 
continued ſhe, © and I believe you 
ſufficiently attached to me, not to quit 
me without reluctance. 


If it is ſo, I can affure you I am 
not ungrateful, and your departure 
gves me uneaſineſs; you leave me at 
i time when I have occaſion for your 
advice, and I remain alone amongit 


my enemies. 


Take care of yourſelf, and return 
as ſoon as you poſſibly can; for I fore- 
kt that the ill treatment I receive will 

” H 4 at. 


ſke felt herſelf obliged by the regret 
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at length force me to means, which 
I neither can, nor will undertake, with- 


out your opinion.“ 


It would be impoſſible to expreſs 
what Kunigſmark felt at this ſlattering 
diſcourſe of the Princeſs ; if he had 
been alone with her, in ſpite of his re- 
ſolutions, he would certainly have 
made a declaration of his love ; but 
being in the preſence of the whole 
Court, ſuch an eclairciſſement would 
have been too raſh.—He contented 
himſelf by ſaying, © The intereſt you 
take in my preſervation, Madam, ren- 


ders it of conſequence to me, and 1 


ſhall be careful of a life, which you 


have condeſcended to inform me, may, 
one 
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W one day, be uſcful to you; and my 
W uimoft ambition will be gratified, if I 
have the honour of teſtifying my at- 
tachment, even at the hazard of that 
life which has been rendered valuable, 
ſince you deigned to make it an ob- 
joct worthy your attention. I entreat 
you, Madam, to depend on my zeal, 
and be perſuaded, that whatever or- 

ders you may pleaſe to honour me 
with, I ſhall ever execute them with 
implicit obedience.” 


The Princeſs thanked him; and 
after having wiſhed him a ſucceſsful. 
campaign, ſhe leſt him, and ſat down 


to play; and Kunigſmark went out as 


much. 
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much overcome with grief, as if he ; th 
had loſt every hope of ſeeing her again, Wl 

_ Occupied with theſe refle&ions, he 
was returning home, without think- 
ing of taking leave of the Counteſs.— 
When he met her in one of the gal- 
leries of the palace, he could have 
wiſhed to have avoided her; but tle 
rank that ſhe held, and the terms on 
which they were, did not permit him 
to paſs without paying her his reſpects. 


« How happy ſhould I be, my ( 
Lord,” faid ſhe, if I could flatte WW | 
myſelf that I had any ſhare in the re- . 


gret you ſhew at leaving. Court, 1 
own to you it would be the only thing 
that 
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that could reconcile me to your ab- 
ſence.” 


Jou know me too much, Ma- 


dam,” ſaid Kunigſmark, with ſome 


confuſion ; and I hope will believe 
me ſincere, when I aſſure you, the 
pain I experience at leaving you, join- 
ed to my lively apprehenſions, that ab- 
lence may cauſe you to forget me, 1s 


the ſource of my preſent dejection.“ 


« No, Kunigfmark,” replied the 


Counteſs ; do not ſuppoſe me ca- | 


pable of forgetting you—you have 
made too ſtrong an impreſſion on my 


heart, and nothing but death ſhall 
make me ceaſe to love you.” 


This 
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This converſation laſted fome time, 


— R —— —— . ——— — — 


and the moſt tender expreſſions paſſed " 

between them; and as Kuhigfmark th 

| had accompanied her toher apartment, he 

he was detained longer than he in- er 

tended. At length the Elector, com- ta 

| ing in to {ee the Counteſs, he reſpect- i 
fully retired, 
| | | 

Being returned home, he paſſed a * 

ſleepleſs night, and ſet out the next | P 

| morning with Prince Charles; for the | & 

| army, and the whole party, went away | t 

the ſame day to one of the royal pa- ?P 


laces. 


«c 


The Elector received notice, a few 


_— after his arrival, that the ſtates of f 
England, 


England, at the ſolicitations of their 
monarch, had paſſed an act, by which 
they appointed the Electreſs and 
her heirs to the ſucceſſion of that 
crown, in caſe their preſent King, and 
the Princeſs Ann, ſhould die without 
iſſue. 


This great news cauſed feſtivals and 
rgjoicings, at which the Princeſs was 


preſent ; but ſhe appeared ſo little 


affected with the joy that animated 


the whole Court, that the Electreſs re- 


proached her for it. 


«Is it poſſible, Princeſs,” {aid ſhe, 


« that you can look with ſuch indif- 


Tence upon. a hope which is not fo- 


very 
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very diſtant, but that you may ſee it 
accompliſbed.— The King of England 
is a Prince whoſe delicate conſtitution 
gives reaſon to believe he will not live 
long; he is a widower, and his Git. 
poſition but little inclined to women, 


perſuades me he will not marry again. 


„The Princeſs Ann, his fiſter-1n-law, 
and his heir, is married, it is true, but 
ſhe is no longer young; and if I may 
believe the account of one of my phy- 
ſicians,* who has ſeen her, ſhe has nei- 
ther health nor conſtitution to make 

us 


Some time after the celebrated act of Parlia- 


ment was publiſhed, which called the Houſe of Ha- 
nover to the ſucceſſion, the Princeſs: Sophia, who is | 


ſpeaking, was ſo very deſirous of being Queen of 


Cc 


THE PRINCESS OF- ZELL. Ir 


? us apprehend ſhe will have children; | 
g and J confeſs to you I have ſo little | j 

idea that her poſterity can deprive us q 
cf the. throne, that although I am 
4 much. older than that Princeſs, I ne- 
t rertheleſs flatter myſelf I ſhall outlive 


her, and one day wear the crown of: 
England.” 


It is true, Madam,” replied the: 
Princeſs, „that if I am ſenſible to 
what has paſſed in England, it is only 

from 


England, and was ſo apprehenſive that the Princeſs 
Ann might ſtill have heirs, that. ſhe ſent the phyſi- 


cian, Steindal, privately to: England, to find out the. 
conſtitution of this Princeſs, who gave it as his opi- 


nion, that ſhe was not likely to have any more. 
children. | 
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from the pleaſure I ſee it gives you . I 
for with reſpect to myſelf, I miſtruſt” 3 
my deſtiny ſo much, that I believe 1 
am ever to be unhappy ; and what 
good ſoever fortune may ſeem to have 
in ſtore for me, I cannot believe that I . 
ſhall enjoy it. Beſides, the poſſeſſion; f 2 


of the crown of England appears to fe 
me ſo diſtant, and the enjoyment ſo e 
dangerous, from the ſmall attachment n 
of the Engliſh towards their King, to 
that I know not if it is deſirable to MI % 
reign over them.“ | © 
1. 

Jour preſentiments ars fo illi 


founded, Princeſs,” anſwered the 
Electreſs, that I hope you will not t 


long preſerve them; I wiſh to {ce you 
get 


/ | 
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zet the better of theſe prejudices you 1 
entertain againſt the Engliſh, in ac- 
cuſing them of a want of fidelity to- 
wards their Sovereign. 


The examples which ſo much terrify 
you are not of conſequence ; notwith- 
ſtanding all the revolutions we have 
ſeen among them, it muſt be owned 
more of their Kings have been known, 
to die a natural death than m many 
Kingdoms, where the people have ap- 
peared to adore their Monarch; and 
{ only know, in their hiſtory of three 
or four, who have met with a tragical 
end, two of whom fuffered, one from 
the wickedneſs of his wife, and the laſt 
from a fet of rebels, who aſſumed an 


vol ei. 1 unjuſt 
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unjuſt authority—and we may even. | 
ſay, that he might. have avoided his, th 
misfortunes, had he been more com- ar 


| plying to the wiſhes of his people, and, . be 


had not yielded to the counſels of his th 
| Queen, who, being a native of a deſ- ö 
potic kingdom, thought ſhe might WM ac 

exert the ſame ſpecies of authority. Ml I i 

over the Engliſh... „ am 

a. 

James, her ſon, whom you now ſee W 

| driven from his throne, equally ambi-, bit 
tious and bigotted, animated by a falle IM li 
| zeal for his. religion, endeavoured to. Jo 
introduce it into the nation, and to bor 

render his power arbitrary. The peo-- in 


ple oppoſed it, and James was ba- to 
J ain is 10 08 tha 
„ Nou f hay 
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Lou will perhaps think it ſtrange 
that I Chould condemu Princes, who 
are ſo nearly related to me—the firſt 
being brother to the Queen, my mo- 
ther; but I confeſs the ties of con- 
ſanguinity ſhould never oblige me to 
act unjuſtly ; and I aſſure you, if even 
| ſhould be in power, I would by no 
means think amiſs..of my ſubjecks, 
ſhould- they lay before me their laws 
and: privileges ; and as my whole am- 
bition would be to merit a place in 
luitory, I ſhould wiſh it to be ſaid 
of me, that I made my ſubjects per- 
form their duty towards me but that, 
in my turn, I ſtrictly fulfilled mine 
to them ;—and I am of opinion, 
that if the Kings of England, whom J. 
haye juſt named, had thought like 


me, 
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me, they would each have avoided 
their reſpective misfortunes,” 


As | am but little acquainted, 2 
Madam,“ replied the Princeſs, “with 
the events that cauſed the misfortunes. 
ce 


of the laſt- mentioned of theſe Princes, | 
2nd as 1 behold him, driven by his L 


ſubjects out of his kingdom.. and his. i 
throne occupied by his ſon-in-law, t il Jo 
cannot forbear pitying him.“ ” 

tu 


« If I was not apprehenſive,“ an- 


ſwered the Electreſs, that you would 
accuſe me of being fond (like moſt 


perſons of my age) of relating the hil- 


th 


tory of former times, I could tell you. 
things which would perhaps juſtify WW 
6 the 
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the Engliſh, and ſhew you, that if 
James is unfortunate, it is through his 
own fault.” 


„Jam, Madam,” replied the Prin- 
cels, “ far from thinking as you ap- 
prehend; and but for the fear I have 
olf being troubleſome, I ſhould requeſt 
you would inform me of the late re- 
volutions in England, and the misfor- 


tunes of the Houle of Stuart.” 


* will moft willingly,” anſered 
the Electreſs. 
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Nis Ton r 


or THE REVOLUTIONS OF THE HOUSE OF 


STUART, DURING THEIR REIGN IN. 
ENGLAND. = 


h 


HE Houſe of Stuart, of which 


James II. is now chief, reigned 


[ 
many years over the Scots, and it was 
James the Firſt, grandfather to James 

[ 


the Second, and mine on the fide of 
my late mother, who was the firſt of 
that family who reigned in England, 
to which kingdom they ſucceeded, on 
the death of Queen Elizabeth, which 
was a kind of reparation to him, that 
Princels 
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Princels having put his mother to 
death, who, flying from the fury of 


the Scots, who had revolted againſt 


her, znd wilbing to retire into France, 


had been caſt, by a nen on the 


Engliſh coaſt. 
Mary was, at firſt” received as a 


Queen ; but a few days after, Eliza- 


beth cauſed her to be arreſted, and 
treated as à priſoner. She paſſed ſe- 


veral years in her confinement ; but 


at laſt, having attempted her eſcape, 
and for that purpoſe gained over ſe- 
veral Engliſh noblemen, the haughty 
Elizabeth imputed it to her as a 
crime, and accuſed her with having 
conſpired againſt her, and making her- 


I 4 ſelf 
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'Y 


{elf both judge and accuſer, without 4 
reſlecting ſhe was violating the laws of 1 
hoſpitality, and that it was the blood 5 | 
of a Queen ſhe was going to pill, ſhe L 


cauſed this unfortunate Princeſs to be 
put to death upon the ſcaffold. 


James, the ſon of Mary, either from | f 


weaknels or policy, never thought pro- t 
per to avenge her; and Elizabeth, n 
having no nearer relation, was obliged | fi 


to appoint him her ſucceflor, and, by WE t 
that means, the kingdoms of England | 
and Scotland (which, till that time, 


were perpetually at variance) became 2 
united under the ſame Monarch. W : 
= | 


James Wl | 
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4 James the Firſt loved peace, and 
WW vgloried in it.— He took pleaſure in 
1 being called the pacific King; his 
b views, his qualities, his maxims, all 
turned to that point. 


Content with what he poſſeſſed, he 
frequently ſaid he did not wiſh'to ex- 
tend the bounds of his empire; (ſenti- 
ments worthy a King, when not in- | 
fpired by indolence, but reſulting from 
the love of his ſubjects.) 
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I am ignorant of the motives which 
actuated James ; but whatever they | 


might be, the Engliſh, naturally war- 


like, ſaw, with concern, their King 
buried in his cloſet, employed in write 
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ing books, while the Imperialiſts and 
their allies invaded the dominions of 
my father, his ſon-in-law, in which 
this Prince- would not have troubled 
himſelf, to render him any aſſiſtance, 
but for repeated ſolicitations, which 
were not much attended to 5 and re- 
collecting Queen Elizabeth, who might 
truly have been ranked with the great 
eſt Kings (if ſhe had not embrued her 
hands in the blood of an innocent 
Princeſs), It was ſaid Elizabeth had 
been a great King, and James a good 
Queen, nature haviag been miſtaken 
in both. 


The different religious ſentiments 
which divided the Engliſh, when 
. James 
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james aſcended the throne, cauſed 
him ſome trouble; but as he declared 
immediately for the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion of the country, he, by that 
means, acquired the good will of his 


people. 


He afterwards teſtified much zeal 
for this faith, and wrote a book in de- 
fence of it. However, notwithſtand- 
ing this ardour, he ſought, with as 
much earncitneſs, to marry his only 
fon to a Princeſs of a religion quite 
different to his own, as if there had 
not been one in the world of his own 
belief; and, in order to fucceed in this 
ſcheme, he adopted a mcafure, which 


greatly diſpleaſed the nation, and 


which, 
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which, in reality, did not reflect much * 
honour on himſelf :—It was to ſend 1 
his ſon into Spain, to treat upon his W .. 
own marriage with that King's 5 
daughter; but the young Prince, 
failed in his enterprize by the propo- 
ſal he made to the Spaniards, for en- of 
gaging them to procure the reftitu- 8 
tion of the dominions of the Elector | 
Palatine, my father, which their allies n 
had then invaded, and he returned to 55 
England, with the ſhame of having 3 
been refuſed, and was received by the 7 
nation with the utmoſt indifference. 
d 


This did not prevent James from 
carrying his views into France, and he 
Yoon brought about the marriage of 

his 
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s ſon with that King's ſiſter, but he 
vever had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his 
daughter-in-law, death having put an 
end to his days before the young Prin- 


- 


cels came over. 


He left behind him the reputation 
of a learned Prince, and he died at a. 
time, when, againſt his nature and in- 


clination, he was going to declare war: 


zgainſt the Spaniards and their allies, 


tor the recovery of my father's domi- 
nions (who was his ſon-1n-law) Charles, 


his only ſon, ſucceeded him ; and this. 
Prince aſcended the throne at a very: 


delicate juncture. 
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His marriage, which was concluded 
againſt the opinion of his council, oc- * 
caſioned great coolneſs with them 


the clergy, of the different ſects in the 


i 
bh 


kingdom, were greatly divided among: WW tha 


oy 


themſelves ; he was engaged in a war, in 


by which his coffers were exhauſted, W 
and he was upon too bad terms wit! 1 Fr 
his parliament, to venture a demand in 
of ſubſidies; and, to complete his \ EI 


misfortunes, Charles was but little 
adapted to adjuſt theſe difficulties. 


th 

He was a Prince who gave himſelf hy 
up to the government of others, and be 
in whole conduct there was not any Li 
di 


ſteadineſs; ſometimes haughty, at 


141 | others 
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others affable. without any. regard to 


propriety brave, but unfortunate. 


The arrogance of his favourite, and 
the deference he paid to this miniſter, 
immediately loſt him the good will of 
bis people; Charles ſent him into 
France, to marry that King's ſiſter, 
in his name, and to bring her to 


England. 


* 


This man was equally admired at 


the French Court, for his fine perſon, 


his magnificence, and effrontery, which 


he carried ſo far as to make a geclara- 


tion of love to the Queen, which he 


did with a freedom that makes ma 


3 wonder 
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wonder that Princeſs could ever for- Ak 
give him. J 


The concluſion of this marriage 
diſpleaſed the Engliſh, eſpecially het 
when they faw, that, contrary to their I | ges 


hopes, the French refuſed their alli-  W by 
ance with Charles againſt the Spa- ca 
niards. 

The young Queen was received in | po 


the capital in a manner, which made hat 
her perceive the ſmall degree of affec- | un 
tion the Engliſb had for her; but: Mill x; 
pride did not permit her to attempt to ra 
gain their regard; fatisfied with the. een 
aſcendancy ſhe had over her huſpand, dit 

he , ut 


* 
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fhe did not concern herſelf with the 
good or ill opinion of the public. 


= Happy, however, would it have 
deen for this Prince, if he had ſhewed 
es complaiſance for her, ſince the re- 


1 ſpect he paid all his life to her advice 


4 cauſed the ruin of both. 


The Queen, notwithſtanding the 
power ſhe had over her conſort, 


bad the morttfication to ſee him 


W undertake a war againft the -French 
King.—A ſhort time after her mar- 
nage, Charles, participating in the re- 
ſentment of his favourite, who was 
ifpleaſed with that Monarch for re- 
bſing propoſals he made (when he 

vol. 1. 1 was 
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was in treaty for the marriage of his 
maſter) of entering into a league with 


this Prince againſt Spain, to revenge. M 


himfelf, he engaged Charles to make 


war againſt him, under pretence of aſ- 


ſiſting thoſe of his religion, who were 
oppreſſed in France. 


This favourite had the addreſs to 
get himſelf appointed to the command 


of the fleet; in which ſituation his 


behaviour was productive of little 
credit to himſelf, or ſervice to his 
maſter.— Having been beaten, he re- 


turned to England, with 2 but 


wrecks and diſgrace. 


The nation murmured greatly i 


againſt him ; but that did not prevent 
Charles 


7 
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Charles from continuing his fayours to 
him, and he was reſolved that he 


ſhould retain the command of the 
fleet during the enſuing year, but 


he was aſſaſſinated by a man, who 


thought, by this action, to render his 


country an eſſential ſervice. 


| The death of this miniſter, who was 
loaded with the public hatred, brought 
back, in ſome meaſure, the minds of 
the people towards their King.—The 
parliament propoſed an accommoda- 
tion, which this Prince would pro- 
bably have accepted, if the Queen, 


whoſe haughty ſpirit (which the birth 


of a Princeſs ſerved to ſupport) had 
not prevailed on Charles {who always 
K Þ gave 


| 
| 
| 
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gave up to her advice) to refuſe all the 
demands of his ſubjects. 


The nation imputed this refuſal to 
the Queen; and they were ſo irritated 
againſt her, that, had it not been for 
the reſpect the Parliament ſtill bore to 
their Sovereign, and the King of 
France, this Princeſs would have been 
the ſubject of ſome extraordinary and 
fatal ſcene. 8 


The King, ſeeing the interior 
troubles of his kingdom increaſe daily, 
thought it requiſite to make peace 


with his neighbours, which he did on . 


conditions ſo diſadvantageous, as to | 


- cauſe great diſcontent to the Engliſh, 


who, 
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who, till that time, had been accut- 
tomed to make peace on the moſt 
glorious terms. 


All this ſerved to aggravate the 
people. — However, the nation in ge- 
neral, wo did not as yet hate their 
King, diſfembled for ſome time, hop- 
ing they might, at length, prevail on 


bim to redreſs their grievances ; but 


when they ſaw their Prince was inflex- 


ible, and that he only thought of re- 
ducing their privileges, and that the 
Queen was endeavouring to introduce 
her religion, and inſpire her children 


with ſimilar ſentime ents, the nation 


conſidered their ſafety, and the King. 


1 on 


7 


734 THR PRINCESS OF ZELL. 


on his part, raiſed an army, and a civil 
war commenced. 


Fortune balanced, for a long time, 
between the two parties; and they 
were not yet ſo irritated but they were 
willing to treat for an accommodation. 
There was even a probability that 
peace might have been made, if 
Charles had not had the misfortune 
never to underſtand the proper time 


to give way. 


But ever oppoſite and contradictory, 
he provoked the nation ſo much, by 
his refuſals, that they reſolved to drive 
him to extremity.—The two armics 


approached j 


= 
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approached; a battle enſued, and the 
King was totally defeatag 


He, with difficulty, reached one of 
| ; his palaces, where he was foon be- 
4 ſieged; and though well enabled to 
defend himſelf, having no aſſiſtance to 
hope for from without, he thought it 
not proper to wait the event of a ſiege, 
as his ruin was inevitable, if he ſhould 
be taken priſoner ; he therefore retir- 
ed ſecretly by night, attended by two 
domeſtics, and thus went to ſeek an 
aſylum among the Scots (who had, in 


reality, taken up arms, in concert with 


the Parliament) but whom this Prince 
imagined, notwit!.ſNanding, to be lets 
exaſperated azainſt him. 

R 4 Beſides, 
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| Beſides, he had been informed the 
jealouſy, and natural antipathy which MW 
9 | 
reigned between the two nations, was 


beginning to revive; and flattered 
| himſelfhe ſhould be able to ferment it 
ſtill more, and that, in the end, the 
Scots, being the ancient ſubjects of his 
forefathers, would be eafier brought 
back to their duty than the Engliſh. 


The reſpect with which he was re- 
ceived, increaſed the jealouſy of his 
Engliſh ſubjects, and his hopes of ſoon 
re-eſtabliſhing himſelf, which would 
not have been impracticable, if the 
Scots had been leſs deſirous of keeping 
meaſures with the Engliſh, and not 
entered into negotiations, which, 


dr Av. in 8 
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drawing to a conſiderable length, gave 
time to the army of the Engliſh Par- 


lament to take poſſeſſion of all the 


places which had held out for the 
King. 


/ 


During that time, there aroſe a 


conſpiracy againſt the unfortunate 


Charles, at the head of which appeared 
one of the Generals of the Parliament, 
a man of a bold and enterpriſing 
ſpirit, and whoſe ambitious defires 
could not be gratified but bv the de- 
ſtruction of his King. 
\ 

He uſed all his addreſs to perſuade 

the Parliament and the army, that it 


was their intereſt to draw their Prince 


aut 
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out of the hands of the Scots ; he was 
but too well attended to; and altho” 


the Scots refuied, for ſome time, the 
propoſals of the Engliſh, they were, at 
laſt, lubdued by large bribes; they 


gave up their King, and imagined 


themſelves exonerated from the ſhare 
of any guilt attendant on ſuch an ac- 
tion, by making a treaty with the 
heads of the Engliſh faction, by which 
it was ſpecified that no injury ſhould 
be done to the perſon of the King, or 
the royal dignity; and that they would 
labour inceſſantly to reſtore peace be- 


tween him and his ſubjects. 


It was on theſe conditions Charles 
was confined in a caſtle, —He was ap- 


parently 
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parently guarded, and remained 
there a long time neglected, but 


at laſt was conducted to the army, 


where the chief of the faction re- 
ceived him with a reſpect which im- 
poſed on perſons of the greateſt pene- 
tration ; and this artful wretch had 


the aſſurance to promiſe him that this 
change of abode would alſo produce a 


change in his fortune, 


The Parliament did not approye of 


the King's abode being changed. — 
They complained of it; but as they 


had ſcarce any authority left (the chief 


of the army having 1ngrofled it all) 
they were not attended to. 


This 
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This General, whoſe ambition de- 


ſtroyed every finer feeling, thovght 


only of ſupplanting his maſter. 


For this purpoſe, he cauſed libels 
to be privately circulated, to de- 


preciate this Prince in the opinion of 


his ſubjects, and deſcribed him as an 
odious tyrant, whilſt, in public, he pre- 
tended that he wiſhed nothing fo 
much as to accommodate matters.— 
In fat, he cauſed propoſals to be 
made to him, but which ſeemed fo 
hard to Charles, that he declared he 
had rather loſe his crown, than wear 


it on ſuch conditions, 


This unfortunate Prince, feeing 
himfelt thus cruelly perſecuted, wrote 
to the Princes, his allies, and to the 


Queen, 
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Queen (his wite) who had retired into 
France with her eldeſt ſon, to aſk af- 
ſiſtance, his letters were intercepted, 


and afterwards made uſe of as the 
pri incipal accuſations againſt him. 


W Unfortunately for Charles, thoſe 
W who were moſt willing to aſſiſt * 
were leaſt in a condition to do it.— 
The French were torn with a civil 


1 war ; Holland was fighting for liberty ; 
4 and the Elector, my brother, was too 
diſtant, and moreover deprived of his 


own dominions. 


Not being able to aſſiſt him with 
1 an army, he was, nevertheleſs, diſ- 
poſed to ſerve him, and viſited Eng- 

land, 


* 
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land, where he exerted his endeavours 
to gain over the chief of the faction; 1 y 
but all his efforts were uſeleſs; ambi- 
tion and treaſon had taken poſleſſionY 'Y 


of this man, and my brother could ul 
only ſhew his good-will. 42 

Charles, baving been for ſome time = 
taken about from place to place, was * ; 
at laſt brought to one of his palaces Y 
near the capital, where he was guard- 
ed with ſo little care, that he eaſily 
eſcaped his keepers ; but this was on- 
ly to be made more wretched, having 


found every port in the kingdom ſhut. 


He at lenzth found means to eſcape 


into the He of Wight, where Ham- 
moad, 
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I mond, the governor, arreſted him, and 
4 gave notice to the Parliament, who ſent 
* all his officers to wait on him, and de -· 
"NF puties to treat with him on an accom · 
8 4 modation, but on ſuch hard condi- 
1 I tions, that they did not believe 
1 3 Charles would accept them ; but they 
f [ f were miſtaken :—This Prince yielded 
1 (but too late) to his ill fortune, and to | 
fave his head, conſented to whatever 
they propoſed—but it was not till 
after having loſt a great deal of time, 
during which, the faction, got rid en- 
tirely of his few faithful adherents, who 
had aſſembled in different bodies, to 


reſcue him from his oppreſſors. 


Cromwell, 
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Cromwell; the chief of the rebels, 
ſeeing an agreement now likely to take : 
place between the King and the Par- 
lament, threw off the maſk entirely, | 
and cauſed a memorial to be preſented 
tothe Parliament, in the name of the 
army, and of the nation, by which, 
after great complaints againſt Charles, 
it was required that Prince ſhould be 
puniſhed, as guilty of all the blood- 
ſhed during the war. 
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